MAY 19]                      ST DUNSTAN, B. C.

everywhere ecclesiastical discipline, which had been much impaired by the
confusion of the Danish invasions and the tyranny of King Edwi; in
which he was powerfully protected by King Edgar and assisted by his two
disciples, St Ethelwold, Bishop of Winchester, and St Oswald, Bishop of
Worcester and Archbishop of York. These three prelates restored most
of the great monasteries in England. To establish in them a uniform
and perfect regular discipline, St Dunstan compiled the Concord of Rules,
extant in Reyner and Spelman, in which he incorporates several old
monastic customs with the rule of St Bennet, The reformation of the
clergy was no less the object of his zeal. For their use he drew up excellent
regulations, which may be seen in Spelman1 under this title: Canons
published under King Edgar. Several among the secular clergy were,
through the disorder of the time, fallen into so open a violation of the canons
as to presume to marry. These St Dunstan expelled from the churches
and monasteries into which they had intruded themselves and brought in
monks in their place who had been in possession of divers of them before
the Danish devastations. At Winchester, when St Ethelwold had ejected
the secular canons for incontinency and placed monks in his cathedral,
the former appealed from his proceedings. A synod therefore was held
at Winchester in 968. In this venerable assembly was heard a voice, as
coming from a crucifix in the place, which said distinctly, " God forbid it
should be so. You have judged well: to change your decree is not good."
Upon which the synod confirmed what St Ethelwold had done, and King
Edward the martyr made this decree a law of the state.

St Dunstan was no less vigorous in maintaining discipline among the
laity, in which no motives of human respect were ever able to daunt
him or to damp his zeal. King Edgar had the misfortune to fall into a
scandalous crime by deflowering a virgin who had been educated in the
monastery of Wilton, and who, to elude his pursuits, had put on a religious
veil but had not made any profession or vows. St Dunstan being informed
of this scandal, went in haste to the court and, like another Nathan, reproved
the king in a zealous but respectful manner. The prince, struck with
remorse, begged with many tears that a suitable penance might be enjoined
him, and became a faithful imitator of the royal penitent David. The
archbishop enjoined him a penance for seven years; during which term
he was never to wear his crown, was ordered to fast twice a week, and to
give large alms. Another part of his penance was to found a nunnery in
which many holy virgins might consecrate themselves chaste spouses to
Christ, in satisfaction for his crime in having violated a virgin. These
conditions the king faithfully performed, and founded a rich monastery of
nuns at Shaftesbury. The term of his penance being elapsed in 973,
St Dunstan, in a public assembly of the lords and prelates, set the crown

1 Cone. Angl. t. i. p. 447.